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BARBERTON HEALTH DISTRICT  

2005 Annual Report  

The following is a report of the activities of the District and 
disease activity reported for Barberton and Norton for the 
year 2005.  I want to thank Dr. Daniel Hall and Dr. Thomas 
Rucizs for their continued work with our Prenatal Clinics.  
Without their involvement, many of our clients would not 
have access to prenatal care.  I also wish to thank the Tuscora 
Park Health & Wellness Foundation and the Tobacco Use 
Prevention  and Control Foundation for their much needed 
financial support.   
 
I hope this report will be informative and useful to the Board 
and to the community in planning to meet the public health 
needs of Barberton and Norton and providing service to the 
people. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
BARBERTON HEALTH DISTRICT 

 
 
 

Joseph R. Harrison 
Health Commissioner 
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BARBERTON HEALTH DISTRICT 

 

 

ñIt is bad enough that a man should be ignorant, for this cuts him off from 

the commerce of other menôs minds.  It is perhaps worse that a man should 

be poor, for this condemns him to a life of stint and scheming, in which 

there is no time for dreams and no respite from weariness, but what surely is 

worse is that a man should be unwell, for this prevents his doing anything 

about either his poverty or his ignorance.ò 

   G.H.T. Kimble 
 

Healthy People ï National Health Promotion and 

Disease Prevention Objectives 1990, DHHS Public No. 

(PHS) 91-50213 
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MESSAGE FROM THE HEALTH  COMMISSIONER 
JOSEPH R. HARRISON, J.D., R.S. 
 
The Board of Health held a day-long retreat on February 23, 2005 
to define the future public health needs of the community.  A five-
year, strategic plan was to be developed, however, the threat of 
abolishment put the development of a strategic plan on hold. 
 
Early in 2005, the Barberton City Council President proposed 
abolishing the Health District and the Barberton Board of Health and purchasing public health 
services from Summit County.  The proposal would have saved the City of Barberton $200,000ð
$300,000 per year.  The Law Directorôs legal opinion on the matter was that the people would 
need to vote to change the Barberton City Charter.  A charter amendment was not proposed.  
The Board of Health spent a tremendous amount of time and energy opposing this proposal.  
Barberton has had a Board of Health since 1908, through the Great Depression and other 
difficult financial years without proposing abolishment of the Board of Health. 
 
The Mosquito Control Program was in jeopardy of being eliminated due to budget reductions 
from City Council.  Six (6) West Nile Virus (WNV) pools have been identified in the Health 
District.  In order to maintain the Mosquito Control Program and protect residents from WNV, 
the Board promoted and created the Barberton-Norton Mosquito Abatement District (MAD) for 
2006.  The MAD will have a separate funding source to maintain the Mosquito Control Program. 
 
The Community Health Education Division is a leader in Summit County in tobacco prevention 
and cessation programs for youth and adults.  It was successful in obtaining a $617,000 
countywide grant for clean indoor air promotions.  Activities under this grant will take place in 
2006. 
 
Pandemic flu preparedness was a major concern of the Board of Health.  The threat of avian 
(bird) flu spreading to the United States is becoming more apparent.  The Health District staff 
must be prepared to immunize a large number of people in a short period of time.  It has 
established a Mass Immunization Clinic Exercise to be held August 12, 2006.  A grant 
application to the Barberton Community Foundation to help with this community preparedness 
effort was submitted.  Being able to respond to any massive public health emergency is a priority 
for the Board of Health. 
 
The Board of Health and the staff of the Barberton Health District continually strive to protect 
the health of the residents of Barberton and Norton. 
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BARBERTON HEALTH DISTRICT 
MISSION STATEMENT 

 
To prevent disease and to promote, maintain and improve the good health of the 

people living and working within the Barberton Health District; to educate the 

community about public health matters; and to enforce/implement State of Ohio 

and local public health programs. 

BARBERTON HEALTH DISTRICT 
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2005 
BOARD OF HEALTH 

BARBERTON CITY HEALTH DISTRICT 
 

Mayor Randy Hart ........................................................................ President 
Grace Duncan, R.N. ...................................................................... Pro tem 
David Brumagin .................................................... Retired School Teacher  
Thomas Hummel, R.N., B.S.N. ...................................... Registered Nurse 
James Kennedy, M.D.................................................. Orthopedic Surgeon 
Paul Suboticki................................................ Barberton City Councilman 
Erika Sobolewski, D.O. .................................................... Family Physician 
Robert Littlejohn, M.D. ....................................................Medical Advisor 

 
The regular Board of Health meetings are held at 7:00 p.m. the fourth Wednesday of each odd 
month in Barberton City Council Chambers and in the Norton City Council Chambers on even-
numbered months.  No meeting held in August. 

 
Barberton Health District 
571 West Tuscarawas Avenue 

Barberton, OH  44203 
(330) 745-6067 

(330) 753-5426 WIC Program 
(330) 745-4339 Environmental Health 

(330) 745-6869 Immunizations 
Website:  www.barbertonhealth.org 
Email:  info@barbertonhealth.org 

 

2005 
NORTON HEALTH ADVISORY BOARD 

 
Dan Karant, R.P.h. ...................................................................... Chairman 
Nancy Delnay, R.N., M.S.N., C.P.N.P. ............................. Vice Chairman 
Robert Littlejohn, M.D. ................................................... Family Physician 
Dalia Spisak, M.S.N., R.N., C.N.P. ............... Pediatric Nurse Practitioner 
Michael Zita ............................................................... Norton City Council 

 
The regular Norton Health Advisory Board meetings are held at 6:30 p.m. on the fourth 
Wednesday of each odd month in Barberton and in Norton on each even-numbered month. 
 

BARBERTON HEALTH DISTRICT 



 

 

BARBERTON HEALTH DISTRICT 

Page 6 

2005 Annual Report 
Barberto n Health Di strict 

ORGANIZATION  
 
The Barberton Board of Health is a local administrative agency known as a ñCity Health 
Districtò.  It is created by state law and has jurisdiction and authority over all matters of public 
health and prevention of disease.  Its function is to survey its jurisdiction for the detection and 
prevention of disease.  It is the controlling body of a separate political subdivision known as the 
Barberton City Health District.  It is a separate and distinct agency, and it is not part of the 
Municipal Government of Barberton. 
 
By Charter, the Board of Health is composed of seven (7) members ï five (5) members appointed 
by the Mayor and confirmed by City Council and one (1) member of Council and the Mayor, 
who are members by virtue of their office.  The term for each appointed Board member is five (5) 
years and the term for the two (2) political seats is the term of office of the Mayor and 
Councilman.  The Board sets policy and services to be provided.  The Barberton Health District 
carries out this policy and provides the preventive health services to the people. 
 
The Barberton Health District consists of a staff employed by the Board of Health.  The Health 
Districtôs function is to prevent disease, promote good health and implement measures and 
programs according to the policy established by the Board of Health and the State of Ohio.  The 
Health District consists of five (5) major divisions:  (1) Administration, 2) Environmental Health, 
(3) Nursing, (4) Vital Statistics, and (5) Community Health Education. 
 
The Administration Division consists of the Health Commissioner and an Executive Assistant.  
The function of this Division is general administration and coordination of all activities of the 
District. 
 
The Environmental Health Division is responsible for prevention and early detection of all 
diseases and unhealthy conditions, which may be spread through the environment, such as food, 
water and insect vectors. 
 
The Nursing Division is responsible for prevention and early detection of all diseases and 
unhealthy conditions which may be spread from person-to-person (communicable diseases) and 
chronic diseases, such as cancer and heart disease, which are caused by an individualôs lifestyle. 
 
The Vital Statistics Division is responsible for maintaining all records of births and deaths that 
occur within the jurisdiction.  This Division issues certified copies of birth and death certificates 
to individuals upon proper requests. 
 

BARBERTON HEALTH DISTRICT 
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ORGANIZATION (continued) 
 
The Community Health Education Division is responsible for improving the health of the 
community and sub-populations within the community by providing information and 
educational programs which will help people make informed decisions about their health and the 
publicôs health.  This Division is very active in adolescent health issues which affect our youth; 
such as smoking, alcohol and drug abuse issues.   
 
The Barberton Board of Health, through a contract between the City of Barberton and the City 
of Norton, provides a list of public health services to the City of Norton.  The two city health 
districts have not, yet, merged to form a combined health district, however, such an option is 
available in the future. 
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2005 ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH 
EDWARD M. BINIC, R.S., DIVISION DIRECTOR  
 
STATEMENT OF PURPOSE:  To inform, educate and protect the 
people of the Barberton Health District concerning those potential and 
immediate environmental conditions that may have an adverse effect on 
their health and safety.  To identify environmental health hazards and 
develop a program to abate the hazard. 
 
Mosquito Control 
 Light Trap Locations     16 
 Light Trap Average Count    4.5075 average/season (Barberton) 
         2.855 average/season (Norton) 
 Gravid Trap Average County    72.73 per night 
 Natural Breeding sites (175)    229 treatments 
 Artificial Breeding Sites/Tires (16)   47 treatments 
 Catch Basins (468)     1,224 treatments 
 Adult Spraying ï Barberton (bi-weekly)   8 weeks 
 Adult Spraying ï Norton (bi-weekly)   7 weeks 
 Mosquito Complaints     19 
 Viral Testing ï Birds     15 submitted 
         1 positive West Nile Virus 
 Viral Testing ï Mosquitoes    15,670 mosquitoes tested 
         6 pools positive w/West Nile Virus 
Food Safety Program 
(Restaurants, Mobile and Vending)    293 Total Operations Licensed 
         442 Inspections 
         75 Re-inspections 
         55 Complaints Investigated 
 
Swimming Pools/Bathing Beaches    14 Pools 
         2 Bathing Beaches 
         33 Inspections (includes pre-opening) 

 
Manufactured Home Parks     3 Locations Licensed  
        9 Inspections 

BARBERTON HEALTH DISTRICT 



 

 

BARBERTON HEALTH DISTRICT 

Page 9 

2005 Annual Report 
Barberto n Health Di strict 

2005 ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH (continued) 
 
Nuisance Complaints  
 Reported      81 
 Investigated within 4 days    65 (80%) 
 Abated (includes carryovers)    78 (96%) 
 Inspections      139 
 Orders Sent      12 
 Consultations      176 
 
Animal Bites / Rabies Investigations 
 Reported      68 
 Quarantined      12 
 Positive for Rabies     0 
 Lab Specimen (1-bat, 5-raccoons, 1-skunk, 1-spider) 8 

 

Skunk Traps       10 
 
Lead Inspections      0 
 
Solid Waste  
 Construction/Demolition Debris   2 sites 
        11 Inspections 
 
 Landfill      3 sites 
        12 Inspections 
 
 Scrap Tires (30)/Scrap Tire Transporter (1)  31 Locations 
        94 Inspections 
 
 Compost      5 Sites 
        20 Inspections 
 
 Recycling      2 sites 
        8 Inspections 
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2005 ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH (continued)  
 
 
Solid Waste (continued)  
 Open Dumping/Open Burning   27 Reported 
      Investigated in 4 Days    27 
    Abated (includes carryovers)   28 (103%) 
      Inspections/Consultations    177/328 
 
 Sharps Collection ï 58 Participants   219.50 lbs./58 participants 
 
Sewage 
 Semi-Public Treatment    81 Sites 
        81 Inspections 
 Sewage Complaints     33 
        27 Orders Sent 
        51 Abated (39%) ð includes carryover 

 Home Pre-Sale Evaluations    15 
 New Home Permits      52 
 
Water Well Permits      26 
 Samples Taken      58 (46 passed/12 failed) 
 
Recreational Combined Park-Camp    1 Site 
         1 Inspection 
 
Jail Inspections ï 2 Jails     2 Inspections 
 
School Inspections (17)     34 Inspections 
 
Tattoo/Body Piercing      2 Inspections 
 
Bioterrorism Training     1 Conference 
  (Division Director and 3 Sanitarians)   Monthly training for all BHD Staff 

BARBERTON HEALTH DISTRICT 
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2005 ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH HIGHLIGHTS 
 
V RESTAURANT INSPECTION PROGRAM ð RATED TOP NOTCH!  ð In December, 

the Food Service (Restaurant) Inspection Program received a comprehensive audit by the 
Ohio Department of Health.  The audit results were very favorable with only two minor 
criticisms.  This represents an outstanding effort in what may be the Health Districtôs 
ñFlagshipò program. 

 
V HEALTH DISTRICT EMERGENCY READINESS  ð Two sanitarians successfully 

completed a formal forty (40) hour course on hazardous materials training.  This Hazardous 
Materials Incident Response Operations course helped prepare the Health District to better 
respond to the emergency needs of our constituents. 

 
V MOSQUITO CONTROL ð The Environmental Health Division of the Health District was 

instrumental in helping to form the Mosquito Abatement District (MAD) from securing 
signatures for the required petitions to drafting the EPA approved ñPlanò; we were, in large 
part, responsible for the successful formation of the MAD. 

 
V EXPERIMENTAL HOME SEWAGE DISPOSAL POLICY DEVELOPED ð A formal 

policy/procedure was completed and adopted by the Board of Health that regulates the 
design, construction and licensing of experimental household sewage treatment systems.  Very 
few health departments have such a policy.  The drafted and adopted policy relies on current 
State manuals and technical bulletins as a guide and judges a lot on the merits of the 
topography, soil characteristics and other critical environmental factors. 

 
V  SOLID WASTE COURT CASES ð Three ñcriminalò open dumping cases were successfully 

won in court.  The Health District will apply to the Summit-Akron Solid Waste Management 
Authority (SASWMA) for grant funds to clean-up these properties. 

 
  
 
 

BARBERTON HEALTH DISTRICT 


