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I. Licensing of Mobile Food Service Operations

A. What is a Mobile Food Service Operation
1. To be defined as a “"Mobile Food Service Operation” in Ohio, all of the
three following criteria must be met.
a. It is operated from a mobile vehicle, portable structure, or water
craft.
b. It routinely changes location.
c. It does not remain at any one location for more than forty consecu-
tive days.
2. If any of the three stipulations in (A)(1) above have not been met, the
operation must be licensed in a different food service category.
3. Due to changes in the Uniform Food Safety Code, all "mobile food
units” can be considered either a “food service operation”, or “retail food
establishment” ORC 3717.24/.44

B. When and Where to Obtain a License

1. An operator of a mobile unit may renew his/her license before the first
day of operation in a new licensing year. Submit applications at least fif-
teen days in advance.

a. Failure to obtain the license by the first day of operation will result in
a penalty of twenty-five percent (25%) of the licensing fee.

2. The mobile food service operation is to be licensed by the health dis-
trict in which its business headquarters are located. If the headquarters
are located outside of the State of Ohio, the application for the license is
to be made in the health district where the applicant will first operate in
Ohio.

a. If the mobile unit is housed outside the licensor’s health district, it is
the operator’s responsibility to make it available for inspection within the
licensor’s district prior to its first operation.

3. If an unlicensed mobile food service operation is present at an event,
the operator must return immediately to the health district, where the
business headquarters are located, to apply for the proper license.

a. If this is not possible (e.g. on weekends), the health district where
the event takes place MAY issue a temporary license for up to a maximum
of five days.

b. The local health district issuing the temporary license may also no-
tify the health district where the license should originate to ensure that a
late charge is imposed when the mobile food service license is issued.
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